
     The exhibition Romantic Notions critically examines contemporary culture’s preoc-

cupation with idealized notions of romance. This exhibition by no means attempts to 

encompass culturally indoctrinated views of romance, but rather provides a glimpse of 

a few artistic expressions in reaction to it. The curator, Cecilia Vargas, asks: how does 

contemporary culture’s preoccupation with idealized notions of romance affect the way 

we function within and envision intimate relationships?

     Photographer Helen Maurene Cooper focuses on desire and power dynamics 

throughout her work. The staged photographs featured in the exhibition, belong to a 

larger series in which Cooper positions gendered bodies within various landscapes. 

These seductively sweet, dramatic images call into question the cinematic-projection of 

romantic illusions, leading to the question: how are personal relationships affected by 

mediated messages?

     Amanda Browder, an installation and performance artist, examines the idealized phe-

nomenon of romantic love through her Proxy Vacation project. In 2010, the first perfor-

mance of Browder’s project brought to life her fantasy of a blissfully romantic weekend 

in Prague. Los Caminos will features a re-presentation of Proxy Vacation via two new 

participants picnicing on a sculptural car that represents Browder’s subconscious dream 

vacation. Browder not only analyzes, but also problematizes the romantic fantasy as she 

permits elements of argument, frustration, and failure into the vacation.

     Sarah Belknap and Joseph Belknap are a collaborative artistic unit. Throughout their 

practice the artists blur the boundary between art and life, subject and object, and 

staged versus authentic experience. The research-based works presented in Roman-

tic Notions include a sculpture and a series of drawings based on how various couples 

interact over the course of a week. These pieces belong to a larger body of work that 

utilizes GPS tracking devices attached to numerous test couples in order to record and 

visualize the ways in which relationships function within time and space.
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Amanda Browder, Proxy Vacation: Original performance in Prague, Czech Republic- performers Carl 

Johns and Emily Farrell, 2010, Paper, ink, mixed media fiber, and photo transfer, Dimensions variable

Sarah Belknap and Joseph Belknap, us (Day of the week); sample detail, 2011, Gouache/flocking on 

Rives BFK paper, 22” x 30”
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Helen Maurene Cooper

Deep Inside Crystal Lake

2006

Archival pigment print, Edition of 5

30” x 40”

hmcooper.com/home.html

Helen Maurene Cooper currently lives and works in Chicago. Cooper received her MFA 

in Photography from SAIC in 2007 and a BA in Photography and Africa and African 

Diaspora Studies from Bard College in 2003. Her work has been exhibited at a num-

ber of venues nationally, including: the Chelsea Art Museum in New York; the Elmhurst 

Art Museum, O’ Conner Gallery, and Highland Park Art Center in Illinois; Murray State 

University in Kentucky; the Claremorris Gallery in Ireland, and Blue Star Contemporary 

in Texas.

Sarah Belknap and Joseph Belknap currently live and work in Chicago. Sarah Belknap 

received her MFA in Studio/Performance from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

(SAIC) in 2010, and a BFA in Fine Arts/Fibers from Tyler School of Art, Temple Univer-

sity in 2007. Joseph Belknap received his MFA in Studio/Performance from SAIC in 2009 

and a BA in Sculpture/Painting from Mount Vernon Nazarene University in 2002. The 

Belknap’s work has been exhibited in various venues in Chicago, including: the Hyde 

Park Art Center, MDW Fair, Chicago Urban Art Society, Chicago Cultural Center, Zolla Li-

eberman Gallery, Buddy Gallery, and Heaven Gallery; as well as in Philadelphia, including: 

the Nexus Gallery, Flux Space, The Butcher Shop, and the Penrose Gallery.

Amanda Browder currently lives and works in Brooklyn. Browder received an MFAin 

Sculpture and Installation in 2001 and an MA in Sculpture in 2000 from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. She earned a BA in Studio Arts/Sculpture in 1998 from Beloit Col-

lege. Her work has been exhibited at Nuit Blanche in Toronto, Canada; Nakaochiai Gal-

lery in Tokyo, Japan; Lothringer 14 in Munich, Germany; White Columns in New York, NY; 

and at Gallery 400-UIC and the Hyde Park Art Center in Chicago, IL. In 2005 Browder 

helped start the weekly contemporary art podcast, Bad at Sports, with Duncan MacKen-

zie and Richard Holland.
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Gouache/flocking on Rives BFK paper
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www.sarahandjoseph.com
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Paper, ink, mixed media 

fiber, and photo transfer
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www.amandabrowder.com
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